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OBJECT: Whapmagoostui Kuujjuaraapik Hybrid Power Plant Project 

 Transmission of the directive of the impact study 

 

Mr. Voyageur,  

 

The Evaluating Committee (COMEV) has studied the preliminary information on the above 

project that was received on August 10, 2020.  

 

With this project, Kuujjuaraapik Whapmagoostui Rewenable Energy Corporation wishes to 

replace the existing power supply to the communities of Whapmagoostui and Kuujjuaraapik 

which comes from a diesel power station. The project therefore aims to replace this power 

supply with a local renewable energy source, namely a park of three wind turbines of 800 kW 

each, the installed capacity of which will total 2.4 W. 25 kV power lines, with a length of 

approximately 9.1 km, will be built to connect the wind turbines to a control and maintenance 

center which will include a connection station. A 4 kV interconnection line, 500 meters long, 

will link this connection station to the Hydro-Québec station located within the limits of the 

northern village of Kuujjuaraapik. In addition, approximately 3.4 km of access roads will be 

developed. 

 

Taking into account the nature of the project, COMEV considers it necessary to subject this 

project to the environmental and social impact assessment and review procedure, in accordance 

with the provisions of article 158 of the Environment Quality Act and article 22.5.14 of the 

James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement. 
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However, COMEV considers, taking into account the value of the preliminary information 

document submitted by the proponent, that it could be improved and take the place of an impact 

study to be sent to the Review Committee (COMEX) to the extent where it incorporates 

answers to the following sections. 

 

1. Presentation of the proponent 

The impact study should present the project proponent and, if applicable, his consultants. 

This presentation includes general information on its background in relation to the proposed 

project and the industry in which the project is located. 

 

The study must, moreover, clearly present the administrative structure of the company which 

makes it possible to offer the financial guarantees required when measures of environmental 

restoration, decontamination, dismantling of infrastructure or other measures must be taken. 

 

2. Objectives and justification of the project 

In addition to section 4 of the preliminary information document, the proponent must submit the 

following information: 

• The state of discussions between the Inuit and Cree joint venture Kuujjuaraapik 

Whapmagoostui Renewable Energy Corporation (KWREC) and Hydro-Québec 

Distribution, regarding the electricity sale contract for a period of 25 years; 

• The energy (annual) and power (peak) needs of the two communities; 

• The percentages of total wind power versus diesel power generation and peak feed that 

would be used to meet these needs; 

• The number of litres per year of the decrease in diesel consumption; 

• Description of other options, such as additional wind turbines or other technology, if the 

project does not allow communities to meet their current and future needs. 

 

3. Description of the project components 

The proponent must provide a detailed description of the following elements of the project: 

• The installation control and monitoring system; 

• Energy storage equipment (if applicable), including its reliability and durability 

parameters; 

• The equipment maintenance program; 

• The quarry he plans to use, specifying whether it is an existing quarry or a new quarry 

and indicating its location. If this is a new quarry, the proponent should include 

information to assess the impact of this component of the project; 

• The origin of the concrete used for the foundations (capacity and location of the plant, 

inputs and resulting repercussions, for example in terms of wash water management); 

• The wind farm dismantling and restoration plan at the end of its operation, including the 

financial guarantees provided for the decommissioning of the wind farm and the 

management of residual materials (eg. metal, wind turbine blades, etc.). 
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3. Public participation 

The preliminary information document mentions that the chief and the band council of the Cree 

community of Whapmagoostui approved the project in 2011 and that the proponent will hold 

public consultations in 2020 with the communities concerned. It intends to continue to inform 

the communities during the implementation of the project. 

 

A section of the impact study must be devoted to the presentation and analysis of the 

consultations that took place or are planned before the construction of the wind farm and the 

information activities that it intends to carry out thereafter, in particular with regard to the use 

and occupation of the territory targeted by the installation of wind turbines and access roads. 

The proponent must describe its consultation program, the public sessions it has organized and 

those planned, at each stage of the project. He must indicate the dates, places and duration of 

the information and consultation sessions. He must produce reports of these meetings, which 

will report on the methodology used, the list of participants, comments, concerns, opinions and 

reactions of individuals, groups, organizations in the James Bay region and users of the 

territory. It should be noted that the final content of the reports must be validated by the 

participants, a third party or an independent observer. He must also specify the ways in which 

the concerns collected during the realization of his project or activities will be considered. 

Particular attention should be paid to concerns about the noise repercussions of the project, in 

connection with the current noise level and the relevance of implementing mitigation measures 

or carrying out monitoring during operation. The proponent must also indicate whether 

stakeholders in the tourism sector will be consulted, to determine whether there will be an 

impact on their activities during construction and operation. 

 

4. Main expected impacts 

Avian fauna and bats 

Wildlife inventories were carried out by the proponent in 2012 and 2013. The impacts of the 

project on birds and bats should be more detailed and the impact study should include the 

following elements: 

• Methodology and results of the inventories carried out in 2012 and 2013 (complete data 

available, including traditional knowledge); 

• Updating inventory data and, if necessary, carrying out new inventories; 

• Impacts apprehended on these species; 

• Planned mitigation measures; 

• Mortality monitoring program for the operating period; 

• How the users of the territory were involved during the inventories; 

• Any adjustments to the operating methods depending on the results of the monitoring. 

 

Fauna: Other fauna species 

The impact study should detail the anticipated impacts as well as the mitigation measures for 

any other species of concern identified by the proponent that may be present in the region 

affected by the project. 
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Wetlands 

The preliminary information document states that wetlands will be avoided as much as possible. 

The proponent must indicate what would be the constraints that could make the loss of wetlands 

inevitable and describe the mitigation measures that would be implemented in the event of the 

temporary disruption of some of these environments during the work. 

 

Land use 

The proponent must describe the use of the targeted sector for the installation of wind turbines 

and what the repercussions would be on land use, traditional activities and on the landscape. 

The proponent must also indicate how far away the noise caused by wind turbines would be 

perceptible, the anticipated noise levels at culturally important sites selected with land users and 

the noise impacts on wildlife species valued by the Crees. The proponent will have to justify the 

determined radius of the noise impact. 

 

If the wind turbines are visible from the communities of Kuujjuaraapik and Whapmagoostui, 

visual simulations illustrating the changes in the landscape should be presented. 

 

Economic repercussions 

The proponent must detail the economic repercussions of the project, particularly in terms of 

local, regional and provincial economic spinoffs and by providing an estimate of the number of 

jobs created during construction and operation, including those for the communities of 

Kuujjuaraapik and Whapmagoostui. 

 

Archeology 

The proponent must explain how he intends to consider the archaeological potential of his study 

area during the execution of the work, in particular with regard to the management of 

opportunistic discoveries that could occur during construction and the communication process 

that will be put in place in this regard with the local communities, including the reporting of 

finds to the Cree Aanischaaukamikw cultural institute. 

 

5. Greenhouse gas emissions 

The proponent must provide an estimate of the reduction in greenhouse gas emissions that will 

result from the reduction in diesel consumption over the life of the project. 

 

6. Comment 

It should be noted that the implementation of the project could require certain authorizations 

under article 22 of the Environment Quality Act, in the event, for example, of the operation of a 

new quarry or a new concrete plant, or carrying out work in wet or hydrous environments. 

 

Yours truly,  

 
Daniel Berrouard 

Chairman 


